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Psalm 34:8 

• Theme: Forgiveness is the HEART of the gospel. It seems to exist contrary 

to the need for JUSTICE instilled by God in our souls. - Psalm 89:14,  

Isaiah 30:18 ESV, James 1:17 NLT, Colossians 1:15 NLT 

• What is forgiveness? 

✓ The act of LETTING GO of resentment and the demands for 

recompense for an offense, often described as canceling a debt.  

- Ephesians 2:1-5 

✓ Examples:  

1. Father of Prodigal - Luke 15:20 

2. ADULTEROUS woman - John 8:3-11 

3. At the crucifixion - Luke 23:34a 

• The forgiveness of Jesus: 

✓ Comes at our WORST moments 

✓ Does not IGNORE justice - It shifts it 

✓ Removes the PAST and restores the future 

• Three action steps 

1. RECEIVE forgiveness personally 

▪ We ask God to forgive us so that His PAYMENT can settle our 

debt. - John 3:16, Romans 10:13 

2. RELEASE forgiveness to others - Ephesians 4:31-32,  

Colossians 3:12-13 
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▪ Holding unforgiveness is TOXIC to us and separates us from 

others 

3. REPRESENT forgiveness publicly 

▪ God’s forgiveness wasn’t meant to stop with us, it was always 

meant to FLOW THROUGH US. 

 

 


